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His humorous juices enable Tom, Dick, and Harry to feed
on problems they would otherwise avoid as indigestible.
No matter how big and tough the problem; or whether it be
religious, like evolution; or political, like democracy; or
scientific, like the precession of the equinoxes and the
perihelion of Mercury, let the Shavian juices act on it, and
at once it becomes not only assimilable but palatable, with
the feeders, like Oliver Twists, asking for more.
It is significant that as Bernard Shaw became established
and therefore increasingly able to write to please himself,
he drew increased attention to his essential role of inter-
preter, until finally he imprinted it on the title-pages of
some of his later plays. There he belittles Shaw the mere
playwright to emphasize Shaw the preacher and teacher.
Thus Too True to be Good is described not as a play at all
but 'A Collection of Stage Sermons'; whilst the word
Lesson, an apt description of the Shavian drama as a whole,
makes its long overdue appearance in In Good King Charles's
Golden Days, the subtitle of which reads: 'A History Lesson
by a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature/
When this Fellow teaches history or anything else, his
lessons are without tears, but they bear fruit because he
brings to life all he touches. It is the touch of genius.
How rare it is! Many teachers have the necessary equip-
ment of knowledge: how many can pass that knowledge on ?
Shaw, however, in addition to an equipment above and
wider than most, possesses the born teacher's special gifts
of painstaking lucidity, patience, and infectious enthusiasm.
In short, much of the real Shaw is Shaw the expert teacher.
And to teach well he has kept his mind as an athlete keeps
his body, trained, fit, exercised, and fresh. As for the
body, it is a part of that irksome matter that must be
mastered by spirit, and as such Shaw has treated his,
abstemiously and with discipline, fastidiously but without
fuss. Still, it is the only body he has got: better therefore,
he thinks, keep it bright and clean.
This rich Bolshevik, this comfortable Spartan, this
healthy-minded Puritan, this ascetic who yet insists that
he is a voluptuary and that all the conventional self-
indulgences are self-tortures, this Bernard Shaw who takes